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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1941 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  22nd  Annual  Report  on  the 
Public  Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  o!  your  district. 

This  report  is  brief  and  is  according  to  instructions  received  from 
the  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  circular  2604  dated  March  24th,  1942. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  WILSON, 

18  Victoria  Road,  Salisbury.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population — Census  1931  :  10,721. 

Population — Estimated  Mid.  1941 — 11,430 
Area,  94,511  Acres 
Rateable  Value  :  £44,116 
Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  :  £175  0  0 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  as  shown  by  Rate  Books  end  of  1941  : 
3,100. 

Births,  1941.  Male.  Female.  Total. 

Live  93  88  181  (11  Illegitimate) 

Still  1  4  5(0  Illegitimate) 


Birth  Rate,  1941. 
Live  15.8 

Still  .  0.43 


England  and  Wales 
Live  »  14.2 

Still  0.51 


Birth  Rate 
England  and  Wales 
Deaths  :  Males,  74. 


Average  last  8  years  14.2 
,,  ,,  8  ,,14.7 

Females  78.  Total,  152. 


Death  Rate  (1941)  13.3  Average  last  8  years  10.9 

England  and  Wales  ,,  12.9  ,,  ,,  8  „  12.3 


Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age :  Males  8 
Females  4.  Total,  12. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  Live  Births)  66.0  (1941) 
England  and  Wales  59.0  ,, 

Infantile  Mortality  Average  last  8  years  50.0  ,, 

England  and  Wales  ,,  „  8  „  56.0  „ 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

15 

13 

0 

Diphtheria 

2  (1  Mil). 

2  (1  Mil). 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

3 

1 

Pneumonia 

15 

1 

0 

Erysipelas 

5 

2 

0 

Measles  ... 

175 

1 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

83 

0 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  2 

2 

1 

Scarlet  Fever.  Fifteen  cases  were  notified  and  were  distributed 
evenly  through  the  year.  They  were  all  sporadic  cases  except  three  at 
Ogbourne  St.  George.  Five  were  in  Savernake  Hospital  but  in  no  case 
was  there  a  second  following. 

Diphtheria.  Only  two  cases  were  notified,  and  one  of  these  was 
a  soldier.  Actually  the  district  was  practically  free  from  this  disease 
during  the  year. 

« 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Of  the  four  notified  three  were  sent  into 
Savernake  Hospital  and  of  these  one  tame  from  Berkshire.  One  of 
these  cases  died. 

Erysipelas.  Of  the  5  notified  cases  one  was  treated  in  Savernake 
and  one  in  the  Isolation  Hospital.  None  died. 

Pneumonia.  Fifteen  cases  were  notified  and  none  of  these  died. 
One  of  the  deaths  given  by  the  Registrar  General  was  inward  transfer¬ 
able,  and  the  other  (a  child)  was  not  notified  to  me. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough.  Broadly  speaking  the  measles 
arose  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  while  whooping  cough  was  mainly 
in  the  latter  part.  No  death  from  either  disease  occurred. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever.  Two  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified, 
one  died.  One  of  the  cases  came  from  another  district  but  this  one 
recovered.  The  other  death  given  by  the  Registrar  General  was  an 
inward  death,  and  had  not  been  notified  to  me. 

Tuberculosis.  Nineteen  were  notified  to  me,  and  of  these  5  were 
transfers  from  other  places  due  to  the  war.  One  had  been  previously 
notified  in  1939,  one  was  a  discharge  from  the  Army,  and  one  was  a 
camp  worker  from  the  North,  were  he  returned.  This  leaves  11  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  District  proper. 
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The  Notifications  were  : 

•  .  »  -  .  .  w..  -  .  >y  r  .  v  “ 

>.  •  '  r'  *  •  i 

Male  Pulm. 

3 

between  20-25 

2 

between  25-35 

1 

over  65 

•  ^v  i  O  ‘ "  1 

Female  Pulm. 

1 

between  10-15 

2 

„  25-35 

3 

’  „  35-45 

1 

„  45-55 

Male  Non.  P. 

1 

1-  5 

'  *  r  - 

Female  Non  P. 

1 

„  1-  5 

2 

„  5-10 

* 

1 

„  15-20 

1 

,,  35-45 

Deaths  were  : — 

Male  Pulm. 

1 

between  45-55 

2 

over  65 

Female  Pulm. 

1 

„  15-20 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria.  At  the  end  of  1940  the  Minis¬ 
try  of  Health  started  a  campaign  for  mass  immunisation  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  one  year  and  15  against  diphtheria,  and  the  Council 
joined  in  the  effort. 

During  the  year  293  children  under  5  years  of  age  and  1472  hetween 
five  and  15  were  immunised. 

The  above  figures  worked  out  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained  that 
31.6%  of  the  children  under  five  were  done  and  49.5%  of  those  between 

5  and  15. 

This  only  gives  an  approximate  figure  as  it  does  not  take  into  account 
those  who  were  done  privately  or  those  done  before  coming  to  the 

district. 

The  above  figures  have  been  brought  up  to  307  and  1495  to  June 
30th,  1942. 

Water  Supply. 

No  change  in  the  water  supply  of  the  district. 

The  three  public  supplies  feeding  Baydon,  Aldbourne,  Ramsbury, 
Chilton  Foliat  and  Great  Bedwyn,  are  giving  satisfactory  service. 
An  increasing  quantity  of  water  is  being  supplied  to  Military  Camps, 
but  there  were  few  private  properties  connected  to  the  mains  during 
the  year.  A  new  R.A.F.  Station  will  shortly  be  taking  water  from  our 
mains — an  estimated  quantity  of  30,000  gallons  per  day. 

The  Ramsbury  and  Bedwyn  supplies  are  frequently  bacteriologically 
examined  with  satisfactory  results. 

j  •  y  •  )■ )  t,  (■  ;<  ?/  , 

Rivers,  Streams  and  Ponds. 

I 

No  action  taken  and  nothing  to  report. 

Public  Cleansing. 

No  change  during  the  year. 

.  ‘ 

Special  Legislation  and  Legal  Action. 

Nothing  to  report. 

'  .  <  M. 

'  ;  • 
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Housing. 

No  formal  action  taken. 

As  a  result  of  informal  action  30  houses  found  not  fit  in  ail  respects 
for  habitation  were  rendered  fit  out  of  73  houses  inspected. 

Overcrowding. 

Only  one  serious  case  came  to  light  and  this  was  effectively  dealt 
with. 

The  overcrowding  due  to  evacuation  and  military  occupation  has 
somewhat  diminished  though  it  still  exists. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
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3 

4 
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Nuisances  ... 

159 

71 

39 

2 

25 

Slaughter¬ 
houses  . . . 

- 

Knackers’ 
Yards  ... 
Places  where  0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

food  is  pre- 

>  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

pared  . . . J 
Cowsheds  ...  ] 

i 

Dairies  and 
Milkstores  J 
Tents,  Vans, 

1206 

10 

2 

1 

1 

Sheds,  etc. 

15 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Bakehouses 

Butcher’s 

18 

3 

— 

— 

— 

,  Shops 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

400 

86 

42 

2 

27 

Milk  and  Dairies,  etc. 

Number  of  Wholesale  Producers  registered 
,,  Retail  Purveyors  ,, 

Approximate  number  of  cows 


PiX> 


6 


a  r 

■o  ^  6 

"O  >  ^ 
VP. 

E  t  «  ►. 
Pi  «  .S'  o 


25 


6 

1 

3 


35 


133 

47 

5500 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Number  of  Registered  Slaughterhouses 


Number  of  Licensed  Slaughterhouses 


Notices  received  of  Regular  Slaughter 
,,  ,,  '  Casual 

Number  of  Condemnations 


>> 


No  slaughterhouses  were  in 
use  in  the  district  during 
[the  year,  all  slaughtering 
^ being  carried  out  in  Ministry 
of  Food  Slaughterhouses  in 
Marlborough  Borough. 
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TOTAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

All  Causes  ' 

74 

78 

Appendicitis 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

Other  digest,  diseases 

4 

1 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

1 

1 

Nephritis 

2 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

Puerp.  and  postabort,  sepsis 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

Other  maternal  causes 

Diphtheria 

Premature  birth 

4 

1 

Tuberc.  of  Respir.  syst.  .  . 

4 

1 

Cong.  malf.  birth  inj.  Inf.  dis 

4 

2 

Other  form  of  Tuberc. 

Suicide 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

Road  Traffic  Act 

1 

Influenza 

1 

Other  violent  causes  i . 

3 

Measles 

AH  other  causes 

8 

6 

Ac.  Polio-mvelitis  and  Enceph. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year— 

Ac.  Inf.  Enceph. 

Total 

8 

4 

Cancer  of  b.  cav;  and 

♦ 

Legitimate 

8 

4 

oesoph  (M.) 

3 

Illegitimate 

uterus  (F) 

Live  Births 

Cancer  of  stomach  and 

For  Birth-rate 

duodenum 

2 

2 

Total 

93 

88 

Cancer  of  breast 

2 

Legitimate 

89 

81 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  .  . 

1 

5 

Illegitimate  .  .  ;  . 

4 

7 

Diabetes  .  . 

3 

2 

For  Inf.  Mort.-rate 

Intra.  cran.  vase.  lesions 

10 

13 

Total 

98 

88 

Heart  disease 

14 

24 

Legitimate 

94 

81 

Other  dis.  of  circ.  syst.  . . 

3 

4 

Illegitimate 

,4 

7 

Bronchitis 

8 

1 

Stillbirths 

Pneumonia 

2 

Total 

1 

4 

Other  Resp.  diseases 

1 

1 

Legitimate 

I 

4 

Ulcerof  stomach  &  duodenum 

Illegitimate 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years 

Population 

11,430 

% 


r 


l  . 


V 


